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Strategic culture is about how a country thinks to resolve the issue of preserving its 

security. This kind of thinking doesn’t come from nowhere. Strategic thinking and 

behaviour of a country derive from its strategic culture. Historical past, fears, ideas, 

beliefs, formative transformations, all influence how the elites of a country 

strategically think, behave and act. Each state and security institution has a strategic 

culture. Therefore Albania has one too. In this respect the examination and analysis 

a country’s strategic culture is a way of explaining its strategic behaviour.  

Despite its relevance, the debate on the topic of strategic culture, strategic thinking 

and behaviour and the way all these affect the strategic outputs is limited in Albania, 

and therefore it needs to be further discussed, clarified and expanded. From a 

practical point of view, the better understanding of the strategic culture as a concept 

and analytical tool will help to understand better the way Albania formulates and 

conducts its security policy. Moreover, due to a variety of reasons a country may 

have a strong or a weak strategic culture. Therefore, the deeper analysis and 

discussion on this topic may yield recommendations on building and/or strengthening 

the strategic thinking in the security institutions, at both practitioner and policymaking 

levels, and thus contributing to an overall improvement of Albania’s strategic culture. 

Against this context, the Center for the Study of Democracy and Governance in 

collaboration and with the support of the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Tirana organize the 

seminar “National Security Policymaking and Strategic Culture: European and 

Albanian Perspectives”. The aim of this seminar is to present the concept of the 

strategic thinking and culture and its importance and to contribute to the building of 

strategic culture in the Albanian security institution. 

The seminar will bring together policymakers, practitioners, and academics from 

Albanian security institutions and the expertise from top experts in the field. The 

seminar will benefit from the contribution of: Brigadier General Wolfgang Peischel, 

Editor in Chief Austrian Military Journal (ÖMZ) published by the Federal Ministry of 

Defence and Sports Austria, and Dr. Thomas A. Pankratz from the Institute for 

Strategy and Security Policy of the Austrian National Defence Academy.  

  



   

  

 

P R O G R A M 

 

09:15 - 9:30.  Registration of participants  

09:30 - 9:35.  Opening remarks. Arjan Dyrmishi, CSDG Director  

09:35 - 09:45.  Keynote speech. Wolf Lapins, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Director, 
Tirana Office. “The relevance of strategic culture and strategic 
thinking in shaping defence and security policy”. 

09:45 - 11:15. Panel 1: Strategic culture and strategic thinking: concepts 
and relevance 

• Moderator: Brigadier General (rt.) Sander Lleshi  

• Speaker: Brigadier General Wolfgang Peischel. “Basics and 
origins of strategic thinking”. 

11:45 - 12:00.  Coffee break 

12:00 - 13:30. Panel 2: Strategic thinking, strategic outcomes and the 
building of a strategic community: How to integrate a 
culture of strategic thinking in the decision making 
processes?  

• Moderator: Arjan Dyrmishi  

• Speaker: Dr. Thomas A. Pankratz. “Strategic gaming as a 
method in strategy teaching”. 

13:30 – 14:30.  Lunch  

14:30 – 15:30.  Panel 2: Strategic culture and decision making: How 
national environment shapes security policy - the Albanian 
experience.  

• Moderator Wolf Lapins 

• Speaker: Brigadier General (rt.) Sander Lleshi: “Strategic 
thinking in drafting and adopting Albania’s strategic 
documents: A practitioner’s view”. 

• Speaker: Arjan Dyrmishi: “Features of Albania’s strategic 
culture: An analysis of Albania’s strategic documents”. 

15:30 – 16:00.  Concluding remarks  

• Arjan Dyrmishi, CSDG Director  

• Wolf Lapins, FES Director, Tirana Office. (TBC)  

 
 
Working languages of the event will be Albanian and German 
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